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Paul Hobbs: 2018 Global Harvest Report 

International Winemaker Provides Assessment from the Vintage in Southern & Northern Hemisphere 

Sebastopol, CA: January 15, 2019 – With the most recent harvests complete and the new year in full swing, 

winemaker Paul Hobbs looks back to issue his first annual Global Harvest Report highlighting the growing season 

conditions in both hemispheres where his wineries and international partnerships are located. The report begins with 

the April 2018 growing season in Mendoza, Argentina, and concludes with the last harvest in the Northern 

Hemisphere.  

Southern Hemisphere 

Mendoza, Argentina: Viña Cobos 

The 2018 vintage was characterized by excellent climatic conditions throughout the growing season. While 

temperatures remained steady during the day, there was a larger diurnal variance with a high of 19°C (66°F), 

surpassing the historical average by more than 3°C. Excellent health conditions in the vineyard, accompanied by 

minimal rainfall, allowed for a harvest of high quality fruit with good color and concentration. Harvest began on Feb 

16th with chardonnay from Los Árboles, Tunuyán, and ended on April 20th with cabernet sauvignon from El Peral, 

Tupungato. After a string of more challenging growing seasons preceding it, 2018 was a welcome vintage in 

Mendoza characterized by good yields and excellent health. This allowed for farming decisions to be made based 

solely on quality considerations and free of pressure from inclement conditions. The wines show strong site identity, 

concentration and balance – a great vintage. 

Northern Hemisphere 

Finger Lakes, New York: Hillick & Hobbs 

Spring began with snow and rain that lasted through mid-May until above normal temperatures returned initiating 

bud break. In the latter part of July, rains increased and on and off wet conditions persisted throughout harvest. On 

August 14th, the region experienced an intense rainfall over a 24-hour period causing high disease pressure. 

Fortunately, when scouring sites for our new vineyard we selectively chose a one of the steepest west facing slopes 

along Seneca Lake with this problem in mind.  Its outstanding air movement and superior soil drainage attributes are 

naturally baked in so we were able to effectively mitigate this threat.  Coupled with vigilant canopy management, 

the vines fared well. On the evening of October 1 and morning of Oct 2, we harvested all our fruit over a seven hour 

period. The 2018 harvest resulted in well-balanced, vibrant fruit.  

Galicia, Spain: Alvaredos 

Early winter provided warm and dry conditions that were followed by a cold, rainy February with rains continuing 

nearly every day through March. Temperatures moderated and dry conditions again emerged April through May 

promoting a uniform bud break and good fruit set.  Unfortunately, the rain returned in June. When the summer heat 

arrived, mildew developed and caused some light damage to the more sensitive white varieties. July storms further 

exacerbated mildew pressure, leading to the loss of some amount of foliage and reduced yields. August heat brought 

relief, drying out the vineyards and shutting down mildew. During harvest, September 12th to October 8th, dry 

weather prevailed allowing for clean, selective picking of healthy, well ripened fruit hence making it possible for all 

fermentations to be conducted with native yeast.  While it was a challenging growing season for Galicia, the wines 

already exhibit balance, elegance and distinct varietal character. We foresee these as enduring qualities for the 

vintage and for our wines, which will have their inaugural release later in 2019.   



Cahors, France: Crocus  

Cold winter weather carried into the early half of April when rain arrived, delivering 250 mm through June—35% of 

yearly average in just 2 months. High humidity caused some valley vineyards (3rd terrace) to develop mildew while 

sites on the higher plateaus showed a reduction in berries per cluster from wet weather induced interference with set. 

If that wasn’t enough, hail in early June further impacted the ‘plateau’, reducing yields by 50%. Summer ensued 

with welcomed warm and dry weather thereby lowering mildew pressure and wonderfully concentrating fruit on the 

plateau.  Harvest took place from September 24th to October 12th. Overall, the new wines of 2018 are showing 

purity, focus, good depth and tremendous structure. 

California, Sonoma and Napa Counties: Paul Hobbs and CrossBarn Wineries 

The 2018 harvest concluded at Paul Hobbs and CrossBarn wineries on October 30th and November 2nd, respectively. 

While it was a ‘bumper crop’ year, we could not have asked for more benign, moderate weather through the 

extended growing and harvest seasons all which combined to produce the preferred long, slow and steady 

maturation period for the grapes we relish. With higher than average cluster counts and exceptional bud fruitfulness, 

diligent crop thinning operations were crucial and extensive. Ultimately, the sustained dry and cool weather through 

August, September and October allowed for full physiological fruit maturation and exceptional quality. 2018 will go 

down as an unprecedented vintage producing the rare combination of both exceptional quality while simultaneously 

delivering good yields. 

Vayots Dzor, Armenia: Yacoubian-Hobbs 

Vayots Dzor experienced an uncommonly mild winter and spring, with no frost or heavy snowfall, gave way to a 

spectacularly uniform bud break and carried through to an outstanding fruit set and sweetly foretold a favorable 

harvest would lay ahead. Apart from the rainfall in June, a warm, dry July and August followed which neutralized 

any potential disease pressure. These conditions persisted through the fall, enabling a longer than normal growing 

season with extended ‘hang time’. White varieties harvested starting September 28th and concluded with red 

varieties November 13th. The resulting fruit demonstrated full phenolic ripeness and pop with intensely focused 

flavors. Though it is too soon to tell, the 2018 harvest holds great promise and if competition for fruit among local 

winemakers is any indication, we are not alone in believing that expectation run high for wines of this vintage.  
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About Paul Hobbs: 

Highly regarded for his ability to identify exceptional vineyards across the globe and working innovatively to refine 

the art of winemaking, Paul Hobbs continues his unwavering pursuit to express new and historical sites by 

employing viticulture and winemaking practices that capture their unique origins. A product of his formative years 

working on the family farm in upstate New York, he continues to farm each vineyard and dedicate himself to 

crafting wine that is recognized by consumers and critics alike. For nearly 40 years, Paul Hobbs has engaged 

annually in two harvests across nine countries and his passion for viticulture, winemaking and innovation continues 

today. www.paulhobbs.com. 

About Paul Hobbs Wines: 

Founded on Paul Hobbs’s pioneering spirit and adventurous pursuit of innovation and discovery, Paul Hobbs Wines 

is a highly curated selection of superior quality wines. Through sustainable farming, meticulous vineyard 

management, and minimally invasive winemaking techniques, each wine expresses its vineyard origins with finesse, 

complexity and authenticity. Paul Hobbs Wines represents exceptional vineyards, appellations and historic sites 

from around the world: California (Hobbs, Paul Hobbs Winery and CrossBarn), Argentina (Viña Cobos), France 

(Crocus), and Armenia (Yacoubian-Hobbs), with new projects in New York’s Finger Lakes region (Hillick & 

Hobbs) and Galicia, Spain. www.paulhobbswines.com 
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